Zion Lutheran marks centennial 


Q Church congregation will 
Celebrate 100 years in May 


Editor's note: A number of 


fii 
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the last 100 years are unknown, 


By Vince Richardson 
Post-Record Staff 
Zion Lutheran Church is celebrating ii ial this N 
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Ce the church got its start and it has been a foundation in 
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rst officers. Service: i 
held once every two weeks. secre en beiag 


That poasinal church tte? located at what is now 12th and Division streets. 
perty was purchased from the O; . i 
Chie esee or regon Conference of Evangelical 
In January of 1898, a communion 
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first official pastor of the newly founded 
a as called on Nov. 8, 1898. He served 11 
months in that position. His salary was $100 per year and included a house, 
wood and food as conditions Permitted. 


‘cords, all proceedings were conducted and record- 
ind professional manner. Much to the credit of this 
newly formed congregation and those who were in charge, accurate financial 


church needs to survive and flourish. 

Following Pastor Schoenberg, who resigned on Oct. 22, was Pastor C. 
Miller who served Zion for some 19 months until May of 1901. He was re- 
placed by Pastor Emil Meyer, and although his service would be less than a 
year, he constructed the altar and pulpit for the church. 

In 1902, Pastor A. Hull took over for Meyer and that was when a parson- 
age was purchased for $425. The structure was located across the street from 
the church. Hull arrived in early spring, and his wife and daughter came in 
late fall. 

Pastor C.F. Boehner served from 1903 until 1916, finally giving some sta- 
bility to the congregation’s leadership. His beginning salary was $50 per 

ear. 
: After Bochner departed, Zion was provided supply pastors from Oregon 
City. Pastors Fred Lucas and William Krazberger aliernated services every 
three wecks during this time period, both of whom traveled to Camas by 
boat. The congregation was also served by two other pastors, Berthold and 
Deck. 

Women were given the right to vote in church matters affecting the church 
on March 14, 1919, but seemed to be active participants before that time. 
Mrs. Roffler questioned procedures on financial matters in a congregational 
meeting as early as 1917. She also happened to be the first president of the 
Ladies Aid Society, which was organized in 1916, under the direction of 
Krazberger, along with Kamath who was the first secretary. cs 

Gus Lorenz recorded the first congregational minutes in English in 1921. 
Previous minutes had all been taken in the German language. He served as 


reflected in the growth as well as the financial Position of the congregation. Pastor Clifford Berggren served for three years, from 1966 until 1969. It 
‘The Rev. Werner Jessen served Zion from 1941 until 1955. It was during 


was under his leadership that the youth of the church were organized into the 
this time that the church became independent and was no longer a mission Lutheran Student Development Program. 
the recording secretary until 1935. i) Church. The church prospered during those years in spite of World War ll. Burton Schroeder became pastor in 1969 and held the calling for 11 years, 
Lorenz was followed by August Dietzman, who served as secretary ress In April of 1944, Zion become debt free and a “Mortgage Burning Service departing in 1980. He encouraged active participation in many organizations 
1947, Phillip Rusert, a seminary student, came on as a supply pastor in marked the occasion. 


b ed prac dak ae x Sponsored by the church, including the Couple Club. This up was eventu- 
cml 1926, Dering his lemure, he interior of tne church was completely ver- _gq/J242,2,Youns crass eine the church's staf, Lesye occasional} exPandedo include those who were single. " 
until’ 1926. During his teaure, the interior of the churc ‘ leaves It should also be noted that Hazel Webber is the current aces living phe Sunday school was growing and, because of ite expansion, a director 
ovated. ; 1 rs ran the operations of the church, member of the congregation. of Christian education was employed on a part-time basis. ‘ 

Ree ee Ran Eagiea mccctod the callland served Pastor Russelt Luke, who followed Jessen, served until 1961. Itwas during __ From 1980 until his retirement in 1992, Lowell (Bud) Erickson served as 
until February of 1930 when Pastor Engese p his tenure that plans and fund-raising for an expansion of Zion become a re. PaStor. It was during this time that Zion acquired the entire block of property 
until 1936. d Zion until 1941. It was ality. The newly remodeled church and social hall were completed and dedi. that surrounded the church. The social hall was renovated along with the 

Pastor Louis Weitzenkamp followed and serve ry rch, located at 824 cated in June of 1959. church basement. The sanctuary was also remodeled and a room for the Altar 
under his leadership and guidance that the present church, The first child born to a pastor's family at the church occurred in 1961 to Guild was added. 

N.E, Fourth Ave., was built and completed in 1939. tructed that currently Pastor Eric Sigmar and his wife Svava. He served from 1961 until 1966. The A very Unique movable altar was built by congregation member John 

One year later, oe anal brick parsonage was constru parsonage next to the a set bs canes i a family with fs chil- Vrasper. 
serves as the church o! ices. ; 5 re dren, so anew home was built on Northeast Fifth Avenue to accommodate the Currently, the congregation is led by Pastor Kim Frenz, who began his 

= a bh eas ear onae et ec bocn daly new pastor and his family. tenure in 1993, ti 
stable pastorates. 
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